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This Week 


The Good Woman 
of Setzuan- Phoenix 12/18 
Third production of season- 
limited run, Eric Bentley's 
translation of Brecht play 
directed by Bentley. With 
Uta Hagen, Gerald Hiken, 
Zero Mostel, 


Speaking of Murder~ 
Royale 12719, Burr & Me r- 
idith present play by Bill & 
Audrey Roos with Estelle 
Winwood, Brenda de Banzie. 


Uncle Willie- Golden 
12/20. Lewis & Schulman 
present comedy by Berns & 
Elman with songs by Sol Kap- 
lan, With Menasha Skulnick, 
Nita Talbot. 


Next Week 


Ruth Draper-one woman 
show-Playhouse 12/25-1/19. 


Troilus and Cressida- 
Winter Garden 12/26, 


Purple Dust- Cherry Lane 


12/27 


Protective Custody- 
Belasco 12/27. 


Renaud-Barrault 


-50 quarter 


Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


Happy Hunting~- Majestic 12/6. 7 raves for Ethel 
Merman , | rave notice( Coleman, Mirror) for show. 
This is scoreboard for new musical presented by Jo 
Mielziner , with book by Lindsay & Crouse, and music 
by Matt Dubey and Harold Karr. Mirror aisle-sitter 
listed book and score as sassy, satiric songfest presid- 
ed over by La Merman, one of the theatre's titans. 

Other critics added that Fernando Lamas and Virginia 
Gibson were almost on par with star, but they panned 
the book and music as old-fashioned. Be that as it may, 
they still recommended show for Merman alone. Mech- 
anical mishmash of the old standard Shubert musical, 
summed up Atkinson, Times. Kerr, Herald Tribune, was 
disappointed that Me rman had no show-stopper in score, 
panned score as musical plain-talk made up of literal 
lyrics. If not for stars, it would be an undistinguished 
musical, fears Chapman, News, Watts, Post, added his 
welcome to Merman, in her customary brillant aplomb. 
As a vehicle for one of the stage's most remarkable 
talents, Post man recommended it as fun. 


Mister Roberts - City Center 12/5. 7 pro votes for 
City Center revival of Heggen-Logan comedy starring 
Charlton Heston, Fred Clark and Orson Bean, All noted 
that script seems ageless in that it is still apt years 
after the scene described. No one dould ask for a more 
entertaining evening evening, summed up Atkinson, Times, 
who noted that company is not quite as polished as original. 
A bit too much sentiment in title role is minor complaint 
listed by Kerr, Herald Tribune. Spirited revival of the 
exhilarating comedy, raved Watt, News. Still humorous 
and poignant, added McClain, Journal American, A good 
revival of an exceptally winning play that is a good, sound 
piece of dramatic writing, notes Watts, Post. Agreeable 
production of play he viewed 6 times previous, comments 
Donnelly, World Telegram & Sun. 


9 by Six- Open Stage 3 pro notices received by 


French Repertory company Barter Theatre production of nine assorted scenes from 
opens Jan 30 at Winter garden. theatre history by six young players, Calta, Times, Mc- 
Christophie Colomb, Volpone, Feu Harry, News,and Herridge, recommended it for the 
La Mere de Madame, Les Hits De_ talent and versatility of the cast. Interesting and enter- 
La Colere, Intermezzo,Le Chiem  taining,if not informative, evening, summed up Calta, 
Du Jardiner make up 8 play sch- Times. Presentation has charm and taste, noted News 
edule. reviewer. Though Herridge, Post, thought 2 selections 

noisy, the other seven are entertaining as well as educ- 
ational, 


"Burlesque", in name at least, may 
return to NY. Welcome Exile, a two- 
a-day burlesque show minus strip-teases, 
grinds and bumps will open Dec 26 at the 
Columbia Theatre, 66 Second Avenue. The 
house was formerly called the Public and 
housed Yiddish musicals, Thomas J, Phil- 
lips, producer, has been trying to present 
"burlesque" in NYC for the past 3 years, 
but has fought a losing battle against the 
NYC License Commission. The first pre- 
sentation will run through Jan 5, and after 
that the bill will change weekly. Bert Carr, 
Eddie Lloyd and Jack Coyle are featured 
on the first bill. 


Plays 


Cranks to close Dec 15... Fanny to 
close Dec 16,tour to start Dec 25 in Bos- 
ton...Saint Joan with Siobhan McKenna 
which just concluded return engagement 
at Phoenix will move to Coronet for 2 
more weeks starting Dec 24... Copper 
and Brass musical to be staged by Rob- 
ert Lewis...Purple Dust and Protective 
Custody both to open Dec 27... Waiting 
for Godot with negro cast to open Jan ll, 
but not at Golden. The Matchmaker bus- 
iness picked up and latter will remain 
...''The Playbill" has been bought by 
Producers Theatre, William Becker will 
be board chairman... 2lst anniversary 
of ANTA honored by NYC at cocktail 
party at Gracie Mansion home of Mayor 
Wagner. 


Players 


Wendy Hiller may star in A Moon 
for Misbegotten...Kermit Kegley sub- 
bed for Arthur Kennedy, Loud Red Pat- 
trick, for several performances when 
fatter was ill... Rain Winslow to be 
featured in Liza , adaption of Faith Bald- 
win's novel "Look Out for Liza" due in 
March... Maureen Stapleton, Lois Smith, 
Robert Loggia signed for Orpheus Desc- 
ending.... Sandra Church added to Holi- 


day for Lovers... Scott McKay signed 
for Tunnel of Love... Wolcott Gibbs told 
NY Times that he would quit his post as 
New Yorker drama critic at end of sea- 
son... Malcolm Lee Beggs, 49, in Chic- 
ago Company of No Time for Sergeants, 
beaten to death by 2 teen age robbers. 


Other Broadways 


American Theatre established in Rome 
by Maury McGee and will present 7 plays 
in English with US Actors at 340 seat 
Ridotto dell' Eilseo starting Feb 20... 
Vienna's Burgtheatre may be presented 
on Broadway next spring... Laurence 
Olivier may head next summer tour of 
Yugoslavia with Stratford, England Shakes- 
peare Company... England's Queen Eliz- 

a beth attended Occupe-Toi D'Amelie,a 
French bedroom farce presented by Barr- 
ault-Renaund Company. 


Legal Dept. 


Wallace Garland, head of the defunct 
Broadway Angels,has agreed to a NY 
State court injunction permanently bar- 
ring him from security dealings in the 
state. He had been accused of engineering 
a theatrical stock promotion scheme that 
cost 4000 New Yorkers $400,000. 


Theatre TV Notes 


The Southern Belle to be first 
ABC-TV Omnibus show starring 
Tallulah Bankhead... Musical version 
of Cyrano De Bergerac prepared for TV 
byBernie Wayne... Mary Martin to do 
2 NBC TV shows per year for six years, 


Theatre Film Notes 


Rex Harrison will use a 12 week 
leave from My Fair Lady starting Feb 1 
to film Beli, Book and Candle... Film 
version of Saint Joan with 17 year old 
Joan Seberg in title role added Richard 
Todd, Harry Andrews and Richard Burton 
to cast, 


Theatre Ad Notes 


Financial page of NY Times featured 
ad of Most Happy Fella set up like an of- 
fering for stock. "This offering is limited 
by the capacity of the Imperial." 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Make Believe" by Edward! Goodman 
Goodman(Scribers) has forward on acting 
by Katharine Cornell. 
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OFF 


BROADWAY 


Shaw's In Good King Charles' Golden 
Days will be presented at Downtown The- 
atre starting Jan 14 by William Landis and 
Elizabeth Engrav. Theatre Guild had plan- 
ned previously to present play, Off Broad- 
way production will be directed by Day 
Tuttle. Play was presented at 1939 Malvern, 
England, Festival and in 1940 in London. 


The Sable Bush at Royal to close Dec 
16... Shakespearewrights next production 
to be 'welfth Night due in Jan, Hamlet ex- 
tended to vec 30... Dorothy Butts to re- 
place Anita Cipriani, Take a Giant Step... 
Stephen Porter who is presenting The Mis- 
anthrope at Theatre East has optioned 
The Master of Santiago, play which ran for 
500 performances in Paris. .. Blackfriars 
will present Doctor Faustus in mid-Feb 
...Nina Foch will repeat roles in Taming 
of Shrew and Measure for Measure at 
Phoenix. 


The Respectful Prostitute revival 
presented by Contemporary /heatre- 
15-Second Ave, was praised by RIA, Wom- 
en's Wear, as an absorbing and stimulat- 
ing character analysis by Sartre. Group 
was advised to drop curtain raiser, Paul 
Green's Hymn to Rising Sun , which was 
billed as a rather bald political soliquy. 


York Nativity Play presented at 
Union Theological Seminary, adapted 
and directed by E, Martin Browne, was 
reported by Atkinson, Times. Selection 
of scenes from 14th century York cycle 
of mystery plays has grace and beauty, 
and is profoundly moving, critic noted. 
Program, part of experimental relig- 
ious drama program at Union was pre- 
sented for four performances in James 
Chapel. 


THEATRE 


BOOK 


COMMENTS 


Two picture books, both published 
by Putnam---"A Pictorial History of 
Burlesque" by Bernard Sobel and ''The 
Ziegfeld Follies" by Marjorie Farns- 
worth were both highly praised by Abel, 
Variety, and Nichols, Times. Both are 
breezily written and replete with info- 
rmation plus the pictorial values for 
the mass reader, trade paper editor 
sums up. 


THEATRE 
ar 
\ ‘If 
J 
oe) 
COMMENT 


Man and Superman with Maurice 
Evans and Joan Greenwood on NBC-TV 
Hall of Fame was cheered by all the 
NY TV reviewers as one of the best 
revivals yet presented. Delightful 
spree, impeccable production of Shaw 
classic, commented Gould, Times. 


OUT 
OF \ 
c 
TOWN 


Tryouts this week include--- 
BOSTON--Speaking of Murder... 
PHILADELPHIA---Uncle Willie 
...NEW HAVEN---Small War on 
Murray Hill... WASHINGTON--- 
Protective Custody. 


Touring stops this week include--- 
BAL TIMOR E---Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
... CINCINNATI--Hatful of Rain... 
DETROIT---Will Success Spoil Rock 
Hunter....PITTSBURGH--Chalk Gar- 
Den... TORONTO--The Boy Friend. 


| 
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GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


CRITICS PRESERVED...In answer to Variety's article that theatre managers have complain- 


ed that some critics are quilty of arriving at openings "stewed," McClain, Journal Am- 
erican states that he will dignify this type of reporting only to testify that he has not writ- 
ten, nor has he read any example of irresponsible criticism from an accredited reviewer. 
Critic also refuses to believe that any editor or commentator of stature sells his seats 

or "borrows" from producers,as was also charged. There is also no thought, in light of 
all this and in deference to his colleagues, that McClain shall ever devote any time to 
Variety's annual poll of critics. Who wants to read what a lot of soaks want to say,he con- 
cludes, 


COLUMN TIPS...Roger Stevens and Robert Moses designing new type of theatre which enable 


customers to reach exits in 30 seconds at intermission, reports Lyons, Post... Producers 


of Long Day's Journey Into Night plan to set up an O'Neill repertory theatre. ..Shelley 
Winters took a $2000 cut in salary to keep Girls of Summer going, whispers Winchell. 


DRAMA MAIL-BOX,.. Female house managers might end some of the shocking physical cond- 


itions of certain NY legit houses, suggests a Variety reader....A perfectly good notice 
is given to one of the dullest pieces of stagecraft to appear in recent years, pans a Times 
reader disagreeing with paper's review of Candide... Mail order advance, not critics, 
make or break a play, points out a C,D, subscriber. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...A Very Special Baby stands as the second best new American play 


of season, comments Watts, Post...It may be that Broadway is too narrow a place to 
contain the rich imagination and lively wit constantly at work in Leonard Bernstein's elo- 
quent Candide score, surmises Watt, News...Musicals of Lil Abner and Bells Are Ringing 
variety are the penicillin that keeps the Fabulous Invalid alive, notes Coleman, Mirror... 
Since light entertainment is what most people prefer in the theatre, light entertainment is 
what we get most, concludes Chapman, News. 


MUSICAL SHRINE... Alvin Theatre is starting its 30th year and currently houses No Time 


for Sergeants. McClain, Journal American, recalls some of the musicals he has seen 

there since its opening in 1927 with Funny Face. Girl Crazy in 1930, Red, Hot and Blue 

in 1936, both with Ethel Merman. I'd Rather Be Right, Lady in the Dark, Something for 

the Boys with Merman, Billion Dollar Baby are some that stand out. Gordon Cramer, 

the Alvin's current treasurer, was on the original staff of Alex Aarons and Vinton Freedley, 
starting for them at the Alvin as an office-boy, 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES. .. Italo Tajo, who now plays Cesar in Fanny, is an opera singer who 


knows 136 operatic roles and would like to be a director, Donnelly, World-Telegram & 
Sun, learned. ..Sean O'Casey is one of the most neglected playwrights of the century, 
Paul Shyre, producer of Purple Dust , told Herridge, Post. The English hate him as anti- 
British, the Irish merely tolerate him, and the Americans, who adore him, do nothing 
about him. Purple Dust is a full-length farce comedy,a sort of Irish Kaufman and Hart, 
and one of the most difficult plays Shyre has ever seen, 


| 
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" PROS & CONS BY 


Mister Roberts revival at the NY City 
Center is one of the best productions of the 
NYC Theatre Company, It is a splendid pro- 
duction, perfect in all departments, Director 
John Forsythe, who appeared for several 
years in the title role on Broadway, has 
captured the secret of keeping the play 
going at top speed on the huge City Center 
stage. Certainly NY theatre-goers hungry 
for good theatre should be able to keep 
such a fine production going for more than 
the scheduled 10 days. 


* 


9 by Six production at the Open Stage 
presents the talented young members of the 
Barter Theatre of Virginia in their first 
NY visit. The selection of scenes from the 
3000 year history of the theatre is a per- 
fect showcase, showing the versatility of 
the cast, They may be forgiven if some 
of their selections seem on the minor side. 


* % 


A new kind of theatre in which patrons 
can exit at intermissions in 30 seconds is 
being developed by Roger Stevens and Rob- 
ert Moses, reveals a column item, Such a 
step forward would be hailed by safety ex- 
perts as long overdue. Theatre fans would 
hail it as one of the greatest inventions in 
theatre-goers enjoyment since the inven- 
tion of girls in musicals, 


* * * 


How come producers, directors, angeis, 
actors,etc never complain about the stupid, 
stewed critics when former are involved in 
a hit? 


* * 


"Burlesque" or vaudeville, call it 
what you will, but the two-a-day show to 
be presented starting Dec 26 at Columbia 
Theatre( 66-Second Av) is a welcome 
addition to the NY entertainment scene. 
The fabulous two-a-day Palace bills are 
a part of theatre folklore that the younger 
generations have read about, but never ex- 
perienced. If the bills at the Columbia 
can rekindle the spirit of the two-a-day 
vaude show, they should find a ready made 
audience. 


* * * 


Cranks prior to closing took a display 
ad threatening the public that unless they 
lined. up for tickets immediately they 
may, and the ad underlined the may, would 
have to post a closing notice. The public 
did not line up and the show closed, The 
producers of the English revue now know 
that you cannot threaten a NY ticket buyer, 
and you cannot expect him to buy ducats 
out of sympathy. No one knows the diverse 
elements that go into ticket purchases, but 
pity is certainly not one of the elements. 


* 


Drama Desk heard Ethel Merman explain 
that she never planned to "retire" from the 
NY legit scene. After Call Me Madam she 
did several TV shows, plus other night club 
work, If this was "retirement" it was one 
of the busiest "retirements" yet in show bus- 
iness. Reporters and columnists should 
check their sources before they involuntarily 
put stars on the inactive lists. 


* * 


London Theatre 


Plays 


The Wild One by Jean Anouih will 
be presented in London in March by 
Theatre Guild and Stephen Mitchell... 
The Good Woman of Setzuan closed at 
Royal Court, The Country Wife replaced 
it... The Prince and Mr. Jones which 
is to star Alfred Drake has been post- 
poned due to casting problems.... Who 
Cares by Leo Lehman, presented at _ 
"Q" earlier in year opens Dec 13 at 
Fortune presented by Basil Deal with 
Denholm Elliott and Alec Clunes.... 
Scenes from Nude with Violin direct 
from Globe presented on BBC-TV 
Dec ll. 


Players 


Ann Rogers, The Boy Friend, to 
leave show in spring to come to US 
to be featured in touring company of 
My Fair A Janette Scott will 
have title role of Peter Pan at Scala 


Dec 21. 
Club Theatres 


30,000 new members have joined 
New Watergate Club at Comedy Thea- 
tre to see View from Bridge... Sac- 
rifice the Wind by Andre Obey to be 
presented at Questors Dec 1-12, The 
Government Inspector by John Clemow | 
to be presented Jan 26-Feb 6... The 
Ticket of Leave Man to be next pro- 
duction of Arts. 


Comments 


The British theatre is hermetically 
sealed against reality, which robs it of 
some vitality, Arthur Miller said at a 
discussion of 'Cause Without Rebel" at 
London's Royal Court . The English are 
more class-conscious and the tendency 
is for plays to be about the people. Miller 
noted that the atmosphere of hysteria in 
theatre is worse in US than England. Four 
reviews matter, he detailed. If at least two 
are not raves, it is hopeless, In England, 
he concluded, the critics have less power, 
or at least, less concentrated power. Re- 
marks reported in "Stage." 


Digests of London Reviews 


Touch of Fear, a mystery by Dorothy 
and Campbell Christie at Aldwych, was en- 
joyed by majority of critics as a good and 
neat thriller. Darlington, Telegraph, was 
hard put to explain exactly why he enjoyed 
the play, but recommended it highly for 
all to see. Times reviewer agreed that 
fine performances by Bryan Forbes, Jill 
Bennett and Nicholas Hammen aided in 
keeping interest throughout. Tynan, Obser- 
ver, also praise Bennett for exceptionally 
interesting acting job. 


FOR STAGE STRUCK ONLY 
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theatre scene the easy way. 
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“ OFF BROADWAY " 

ARMS & MAN 85 E4 2 Pro-Post, Women Wear 

Downtown $3.60 GR 3-44102 2 Con- Times, Variety 

COMEDIAN 310 W 57 3 Pro-Times, Mirror, J. American 

Blackfriars $2, 45 CI 7-0236 2 Con- Post, Variety 

HAMLET 254 W 87 5 Pro-Times, Trib, Post, Variety, Women Wear 
Shakes. $3.60 SU 7-2277 

ICEMAN COMETH 5 Sher. Sq 6 Pro-Times, Trib, Mir, J. Am, Post, WT & S. 
Circle $3.60 OR 5-9437 

ME CANDIDO 131 W 13 5 Pro-Times, Trib, Post, Variety, Women Wear 
G, Mews CH 2-9831 

MISANTHROPE 211 E 60 6 Pro- Times, Mirror, Post, WT&S, WWD, Var. 
T. East $3.45 TE 2-9220 
- 
9 By 6 15-2nd Av 4 Pro- Times, News, Post, Women Wear 
Open Stage MU 9-0550 

SABLE BRUSH 62E4 

Royal GR 5-9647 4 Con-Times, Post, Mirror, Women Wear 
SHOESTRING '57 59 & 6th 8 Pro-Times, Trib, Mir, Post, WT&S, WWD, Var 
B, Plaza $3.60 CI 7-7000 1 Con- J. American 

TAKE GIANT STEP LY 6-8947 5 Pro-Times, Trib, Post, WWD, Variety 

Jan Hus $3.45 351 E 74 1 Con- J, American 

TITUS ANDRONICUS 729 E 6 1 Pro- WT&S 

Shakespeare Work MO 3-0794 1 Con- Times 

3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris. 3 Pros-Times, Trib, Post 

De Lys $4.85 WA 4-8782 

THOR ANGELS 56 & Bway 2 Pro-Variety, Women Wear 

Bway Chapel Cl 7-0387 2 Con- Times, Post SUNS ONLY 


“RATINGS OF NYC CRITICS" 


ee 1956-57 season ratings of NYC drama critics on CURRENT Broadway Shows by Critical 

Sort id Digest. '%'"% figures are percentage of pro votes in comparison to con votes on current 
eu shows. Variety 1955-56 and 1954-55 season figures are percentages of favorable reviews 
fal written for entire season. 


C.D. %% Pros Cons Variety 1955-56 Variety 1954-55 
Atkinson, Times 65% 16 10 - 490 . 607 
Kerr, H. Tribune 45% 12 4 ~394 354 
Chapman, News 90% 23 3 527 . 580 
Coleman, Mirror 85% 20 6 - 454 - 566 
Watts, Post 55% 13 ll . 541 . 426 
McClain, J. Am 75% 19 535 . 532 
Donnelley, WT &S 75% 18 8 . 306 549 


(& Hawkins 1955) 


" THEATRE CALENDER " 
Eagle Has 2 Heads- Actors Playhouse 12/13 Best of Steinbeck-Playhouse 2/1 
Good Woman of Setsuan- Phoenix 12/18 Tunnel of Love- 2/ll 
Speaking of Murder- Royale 12/19 Holiday for Lovers- 2/14 
Uncle Willie- Golden 12/20 Taming of Shrew-Phoenix 2/19 

Hole in Head- 2/27 

Saint Joan- Coronet 12/24 Ziegfeld Follies-W. Garden 2/28 
Troilus & Cressida-W. Garden 12/26 
Welcome Exile- Columbia(66-2nd ) 12/26 Maiden Voyage- 3/7 
Protective Custody- Belasco- 11/27 Look Back in Anger- 3/? 
Purple Dust- Cherry Lane 12/27 
Shhh! - Chanin 12/29 Duchess of Malfi-Phoenix 3/19 


Orpheus Descending 3/21 
River Line-Carn. Playhouse 1/3 


Volpone- Rooftop 1/3 Moon for Misbegotten-Bijou 4/1 
Twelfth Night-Shakespearewrights 1/4 Tom Sawyer-Phoenix 4/18 
Shadow Years- Open Stage 1/8 First Gentlemen 4/? 

Clearing of Woods- 1/9 Foolin' Ourselves -4/? 


Visit to Small Planet -1/9 

New Girl in Town- 5/8 
Waiting for Godot- 1/l 
In Good King Charles-Downtown 1/14 
Small War on Murray Hill- 1/14 
Easter- 4th St 1/15 
Hidden River- 1/16 
Light a Penny Candle 1/16 
Waltz of Toreadors-Coronet 1/17 
Measure for Measure-Phoenix 1/22 
Catch a Falling Star- 1/24 
Eugenia- 1/27 
Barrault & Renaud-W, Garden 1/28 
Potting Shed- Bijou 1/29 
The Crystal Tree- 1/? 
Quare Fellow- 1/? 


"TV THEATRE PROGRAMS " 


Dec. 16- NBC- Little Foxes with Greer Garson on Hall of Fame 

Dec 19- CBS- Old Lady Shows Medals with Gracie Fields on UN Steel 
Mar 4- NBC- Romeo and Juliet with Old Vic 

Apr l- NBC- Great Sebastians with Lunts on Producers Showcase. 


"C.D. VIEWS ON CURRENT SHOWS " 


PROS: Damn Yankee, Diary Anne Frank, Happiest Millionaire, Inherit the Wind, 
Judy Garland, Long Days Journey, Most Happy Fella, Separate Tables, Old Vic 
Arms & Man, Iceman Cometh, Me Candido, Misanthrope, Shoestring '57, 
Take Giant Step, 


CONS: Loud Red Patrick, Middle Night, New Faces, Reluctant Debutante, 
Sleeping Prince, ---Comedian, 
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